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p a i n t i n g r e s e a r c h . n e t



p a i n t i n g r e s e a r c h . n e t

Zoe Beloff will  present a new body of work titled “The Dark Times”.  

The project focuses on the resurgence of white supremacy and the status of the 

asylum seeker in the United States.  She will  discuss the three elements,  a 

documentary picture book “Between Worlds: an asylum seeker in America”,  a 

panoramic history painting on cardboard “Parade of the Old New” and her new film 

“Exile”.  

 

In real l ife the philosopher Walter Benjamin and his friend the playwright Bertolt 

Brecht spent time together in exile from Nazi Germany in the 1930s. Her film 

imagines that they are still  in exile in New York 2017.  

 

In the intervening years they have changed—in the contemporary world,  refugees 

and victims of racism look different.  Brecht is Iranian. Benjamin is African 

American. The down-at-heel comic duo are vagabonds in the tradition of Laurel 

and Hardy or Vladimir and Estragon; they are still  doing what they always did,  

showing us how society works with whatever they have to hand—words, images, 

and suggestions on how to tell  the truth in a world full  of l ies.  

 

 



Zoe Beloff
in conversation with 

Esther Leslie
O n  t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  h e r  e x h i b i t i o n  ' E m o t i o n s  G o  

t o  W o r k ' ,  Z o e  B e l o f f  w i l l  b e  i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n  
w i t h  E s t h e r  L e s l i e  a t  F i r s t s i t e  g a l l e r y  i n  

C o l c h e s t e r  o n  1 8  J a n u a r y  a t  7  p m .    
  

I t  is  advisable  to  book for  this  event at  f irstsite .uk 



p a i n t i n g r e s e a r c h  i n v o l v e s  a  c o m m u n i t y  o f  r e s e a r c h e r s  
w h o s e  s p e c i a l i s m s  a r e  r e f l e c t e d ,  m a i n t a i n e d  a n d  

d i v e r t e d  t h r o u g h  o n g o i n g  d i a l o g u e .  
 

p a i n t i n g r e s e a r c h . n e t

Z o e  B e l o f f  i s  a  f i l m m a k e r  a n d  a r t i s t ,  b a s e d  i n  N e w  Y o r k .  S h e  c r e a t e s  f i l m s ,  

i n s t a l l a t i o n s  a n d  b o o k s  t h a t  d e f y  c a t e g o r i z a t i o n .    E a c h  p r o j e c t  a i m s  t o  

c o n n e c t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t o  p a s t  s o  t h a t  i t  m i g h t  i l l u m i n a t e  t h e  f u t u r e  i n  n e w  

w a y s .  H e r  p r o j e c t s  i n c l u d e  “ T h e  C o n e y  I s l a n d  A m a t e u r  P s y c h o a n a l y t i c  

S o c i e t y  a n d  i t s  C i r c l e  1 9 2 6 - 1 9 7 2 ” ,  “ T h e  D a y s  o f  t h e  C o m m u n e ”  ,  " A  W o r l d  

R e d r a w n :  E i s e n s t e i n  a n d  B r e c h t  i n  H o l l y w o o d ”  a n d  “ E m o t i o n s  G o  T o  W o r k " .  

  H e r  w o r k  h a s  b e e n  f e a t u r e d  i n  n u m e r o u s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x h i b i t i o n s  a n d  f i l m  

f e s t i v a l s    

 

 


